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reetings!

                 January Meeting
       Dr. Rob Watson 714-773-1076
           Betty Lyon 714-447-0333

• Thursday, January 14, 2010
• Watson Studio
• 9 a.m. Board Meeting
• 9:30-10 a.m. Social Time
• 10 a.m.-10:30 a.m. 

            General Meeting
• 10:30-11:30 a.m.  Program:
• !"#$%&'()*+$,-$*).$/,0&1$2345.

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!A Musical Town
              Hall Meeting

Pedagogy Panel
Emceed by Rob Watson

Submit questions & discuss strategies
that work in your studio

Here’s the format!
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Dear Colleagues,

WeÕve arrived at that time when lasts and firsts 
swirl around us, accelerando forces drive us 
forward, mysteries of 2010 suspend us in 
wonder and hope and we long for some 
ritardando and fermata moments . . . all at the 
same time. 

Our first Student Recital was delightful.  It had 
warm dignity, excellent teamwork, fine 
playing, interesting variety and an appreciative 
audience.  Thank you, Michelle Yang, for your 
capable leadership.  Hope you are enjoying 
your littlest angel.

Carolyn Biller and Carol Hills, youÕve done it 
masterfully again.  Thank you for bringing us 
another successful Piano Ensemble Festival.  
Whether performers are siblings, friends, or 
parent and child, it is especially wonderful to 
hear what happens when two people sit on the 
same bench and make music together.  

We offer our wide variety of students a wide 
variety of opportunities to share music and 
hone performance skills.  Is it time to develop 
a recital dress code? As Julie Johnson and I 
consider reasonable, appropriate standards, we 
welcome your thoughts.

Whatever your tempo today, I wish you, your 
family and your studio family a very Happy 
New Year, a very Happy New Decade.

Mary
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  Julie Neal-Kastrinos
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  OCN Events Calendar

1/8/10       Styles Festival Application Deadline

1/14/10     OCN Branch Board & Branch Meeting

1/15/10     OCN Newsletter Article Deadline

1/23/10     Concerto Competition Auditions

1/23/10     Application Deadline for second 
                  Student Recital

1/30/10     Styles Festival

2/6/10       C/T State Evaluations paperwork due

2/6/10       Student Recital

2/6/10       VOCE Competition

2/13/10     C/M Piano, Winds, & Strings Exams at
                  Hope University

2/15/10     OCN Newsletter Article Deadline

2/20/21     C/M Piano Performance Adjudication

2/27/10     C/M Voice Adjudication

2/27,28 and 3/6,7   C/M Panel Regionals

3/21/10     C/M String Performance Adjudications 
                  at Santa Ana College

3/26-28     C/M Panel Finals

Teresa Chan Escober, Piano
Villa Park
(714)504-4059
teresaescober@gmail.com

Kee Lee, Piano
Garden Grove
714-336-3381
kiana82781@yahoo.com

Lily C. Lee, Piano
Chino
(909)525-0889
lilylovespiano@yahoo.com

Sorah Myung, Violin
Newport Beach/Irvine
949-648-4080

Julie Neal-Kastrinos, 
Piano/Clarinet/Flute/Trumpet
Anaheim Hills
(714)974-1480

         Student Recital
                              Michelle Yang

Our second Student Recital is just around the corner on 
February 6th!  This is a great opportunity for students to 
perform their CM repertoire before the exam.  The 
deadline to register is January 23.  

Registration information can be found in the October 
newsletter and online.

STUDIO OPENINGS
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                                                                                 Carol Hills
                                 carolhills@roadrunner.com

The 2010 C/T Evaluations are nearing. The deadline for submission of original student composition entries to me is 
February 6, 2010 (this means in my hands, not postmarked).

Please note that the entries are due to me at a different time than is stated on the state form because I need some time to 
process them before I send them along to the judges. 

The purpose of the Evaluations is to give students (and teachers) constructive comments, means to improve the composition, 
and to give an idea of how the composition would be rated by a professional evaluator. 

The evaluators (there are two) independently give the composition an overall rating of between 1-5  based on factors such as 
creativity, form, rhythm, notational skills, expression marks, etc. Individual ratings are given in at least 20 different 
compositional areas.  Each evaluator gives his own independent critique based on his (her) expertise in the area of 
composition. Most evaluators are University composition teachers and are current composers in today's compositional 
environment. 

If the student receives a rating of 8 or above (total of two evaluators), the composition can be considered to be performed at 
the MTAC Annual State Convention ComposersÕ Today Symposium. Thus,  an objective of the Evaluations would be for the 
student to be able to have a high enough score to be able to share their original ideas and skills in performance on the 
ComposersÕ Today State Symposium Program. Additionally, the evaluations are returned in enough time for students to 
apply suggestions by the evaluators (i.e. make compositional changes) before entering them in the Branch Composition 
Contest and/or in the State Composition Contest). 

You can access all forms on the MTAC website. Go to: mtac.org
click on Composers Today, 
then click on Information, Policies, Forms, and Branch Packet, 
then click on Evaluations Information and fill in forms.
There are four pages of information. You can either scroll down or you can use the Òpage downÓ arrow at the top of the page 
to access everything you need.

Type the information directly on the forms and then print them out from your printer. After that, mail them to me via USPS 
along with the compositions, taped recordings, and fees. You will need to send two copies of everything. It is a good idea to 
have an extra copy of everything for your own records. See page 11 of our OCN Branch Directory for further information.

                                           If you would like more information please contact Carol Hills.
                                                    

               Composers’ Today 
                   2010 Evaluations

!

!

!

!

                                       HONORS RECITALS
                                                                    Anita Yee Belansky / Christine Joe

In JANUARY, when you register the repertoire for C/M students, be sure to checkmark the Honors box before 
submitting online. Failure to checkmark this box will disqualify your students from Honors.  Honors Recitals will be 
held Saturday, April 24, 2010, at Grace Presbyterian Church in Yorba Linda.  Please inform your Honors candidates to 
reserve that day NOW.  Again, doublecheck the eligibility requirements for Honors Recitals listed on page 14 of this 
year's directory.  Immediately AFTER C/M, complete the Honors registration form found in your teacher envelopes or 
online under Honors Recitals and return the form to Christine Joe by the March 31  Wednesday deadline (in-hand, 
NOT postmark).
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Long Beach Mozart Festival

13 year old Melody Jan was one of 3 finalists in the 13-15 year 
old category in the Long Beach Mozart Festival. She will now 
compete in the finals on Jan. 8. 

Melody is a student of Teri Watson.

Certificate of Merit
Teri Watson

rwatsonfamily@yahoo.com

Jan. 2-Repertoire registration begins. Also branch honors 
and convention applications

Jan, 10-PANEL repertoire entry deadline

Jan. 15-Deadline for panel students to drop back to non-
panel

Jan. 19-Website closes for repertoire registration

Apr. 15-deadline for convention applications NO LATE 
APPLICATIONS ACCEPTED

I know you are all working on C/M repertoire now. Read 
the syllabus and choose the correct repertoire. Please note 
the short window of time to enter the repertoire 
information as well as to apply for branch honors or 
convention. Read the syllabus carefully to select the 
correct convention program.

Branch honors requirements: Level 4 and up; all repertoire 
memorized; good or excellent on sight-reading and 
technique; 80% minimum on theory test.

It is absolutely vital for ALL teachers to read the syllabus, 
newsletter and state website for the C/M newsletters. This 
will avoid a huge amount of extra work for the C/M chairs 
and the treasurer. This year many, many calls were made 
and emails sent because of checks being extremely late, 
all forms not  sent or other errors being made which are 
clearly stated in the syllabus and newsletter. Please help 
C/M run smoothly by reading EVERYTHING pertaining 
to C/M and adhering to deadlines. 

!     Bach Festival 
Important Dates 

!            in 2010!
    NOW! Online registration opened.

  January 18, 2010 John Perry Master Class.  

! 10:00 A.M. Ð 12:00 P.M. at Salmon Recital Hall, 
Chapman University in Orange.  Application forms are 
also posted at scjbf.org.
March 1st, 2010; Registration deadline. Please send 
checks to Luminita Ologeanu (One per studio please) 

March 27th, 2010 Branch Festival Audition.  Up to 
35% of the performers may be selected to advance to 
Regional Festival.

! April 25, 2010 All-Branch Regional String Festival at 
El Camino College.  Application deadline: March 25, 
2010.  Chair: Joseph Ganahl.  Please visit scjbf.org for 
additional information.

! May 30, 2010 Regional Festivals to be completed by 
this date.  Judges must select the top 45% of 
performers to receive the Regional Honors medallion.

! May 2, 2010 All-Branch Regional Winds and Voice 
Festival at the Brand Library in Glendale.  Application 
Deadline: March 30, 2010.  Chair: Bolin Pan. Please 
visit scjbf.org for additional information.

! May, 2010 Regional Organ Festival.  Chair: Sylvia 
Barton.  Please contact Sylvia immediately if you have 
organ students in your branch.  Ph. (626) 335-1886; 
Email: ssbarton1@verizon.net

!
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